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FOREWORD

There have always been men (and possibly women) who have yearned
to know what lay beyond the horizon. Norse explorer Erik Thor-
valdsson and Spanish and Portuguese explorers Christopher Colum-
bus, Ferdinand Magellan, and Hernan Cortés were among the earliest
to have a major impact on the land that would become known as the
“Americas.” They were quickly followed by French explorers Jacques
Cartier, Samuel De Champlain, Jacques Marquette, and Louis Joliet.
Over time, the peoples, animals, and geography “discovered” by these
and other explorers led to legends that piqued imaginations for
centuries.

The indigenous people of the Americas had populated the lands
since before the birth of Christ. One of the unifying aspects of all of
the various tribes was their belief in the “Great White God” or “Great
Spirit” who would one day return. When the European explorers
arrived, many of the indigenous peoples’ initial reactions were that
the explorers were from the “Great White God” who had come to save
them. Sadly, the opposite was true. These Native Americans, given the
name Indians by Christopher Columbus, who thought he had landed
in India, were viewed by the Europeans with vile contempt. The
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